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	 At the Ponderosa Fire Department, we consider 
all of our firefighters to be heroes, but from time to time, 
we see shining examples of their bravery in the face of 
danger.  Recently, two of PFD’s finest were awarded our 
Medal of Valor for their heroic acts…
	 John Lampl (Acting District Chief; Station 1)  	
	 On the evening of July 2, 2008, PFD was au-
tomatically dispatched to a reported apartment fire on  
Cypresswood Drive in the Klein Fire District.  Upon ar-
rival, John Lampl was informed by residents that a man 
was trapped in the back corner bedroom of his apart-
ment.
	 “As I was heading back to the rear of the building  
to assist with the Incident Commander (IC), people started  
yelling that there was a person in one of the back apart-
ments,” Lampl explained.  “There was black smoke com- 
ing out low of the window, so I knew we didn’t have much 
time.  I broke out the glass, took a deep breath and hoped 
for the best.”
	 Lampl then entered the building, moved a night 

stand out of the way, and found 
the man lying down about 35 
feet inside.
	 “I got down on the bed, 
gave the guy a bear hug and 
pulled him to the window,” said 
Lampl.  “The room was hot and 
the fire had made it to the door.  
It all happened so fast.  I told the 
people outside to find towels so 
we could cover the glass from the  
window and pull him out safely.” 
	 Once pulled to safety, 

Lampl immediately began to provide the man with nec-
essary medical attention. He was soon assisted by Andy 
Dexter, a Paramedic with the Klein Fire Department, the 
patient was stabilized and transported to Houston North-
west Medical Center in stable condition.
	 A few months prior to this event, Lampl also 
rescued a fire victim at his full-time job with The Wood-
lands Fire Department.  It’s this type of quick action by 
dedicated firefighters like Lampl that saves lives, and al-
though he labels his response “what anyone else would 
do”, the friends and family of the victims saved would  
call it something else entirely…they would call it heroic.  
We agree.

	 Stephen Price (Firefighter; Station 2)
	 Is a firefighter ever off-duty?  If they’re anything 
like Stephen Price, the answer is a resounding “NO”.  
Even holidays are no exception.  Case in point…this past 

Christmas (Christmas Day to be  
exact), Price was on his way 
down I-10 to visit family in New 
Orleans when he came across 
a serious accident involving a 
jackknifed 18-wheeler that had 
just slammed into an SUV.
	 “When I came upon the 
scene, I noticed diesel fuel leak-
ing and people running around 
the back side, so I figured there 
was a fire hazard,” said Price.   
“I took off running to move  

them back, and that’s when the SUV burst into flames.  
In situations like that, your training just takes over.  You 
don’t even think about it.  All that matters is that some- 
one is in trouble and they need help.”
	 In fact, there were six people trapped in the burn-
ing vehicle.  Once Price reached the SUV, the fire had  
already hit the gas tank and injuries were already sus-
tained.  It was a life or death situation, and the only op-
tion was to help those that could be reached through the 
growing fire.
	 Through the intense heat of a vehicle engulfed in  
flames, Price knocked out windows and, with the help of  
Louisiana State Trooper, David Easley, miraculously 
pulled three of the car’s inhabitants out, including one 
child whose legs were trapped against the center con-
sole.
	 Price did sustain second degree burns to his hand 
and forearm and cuts to his left arm, but considering the 
extent of the flames, he feels that he was quite lucky and, 
burns or not, he wouldn’t have handled the situation any 
other way.
	 “This is what we are trained to do,” said Price.  
“There isn’t another man or woman I know in the fire 
service who would have done differently.”
	 Price, who was recently recognized by the Loui-
siana Emergency Managers Association, has also been 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal, awarded by the  
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission – an organization  
whose mission is “to recognize persons who perform acts 
of heroism in civilian life…and to provide financial as-
sistance for those disabled, and the dependents of those 
killed.”
	 “This fire department consists of 65 other heroes 
who do their job every second of every day,” said PFD 
Fire Chief, Fred Windisch.  “I sleep well each night know-
ing that we have such dedicated and capable people.”

All in a Day’s Work…If You’re a Hero
Two PFD Firefighters Receive Medal of Valor

	 The Ponderosa Fire Department is  
extremely proud of these two stellar mem- 
bers of our organization, and all of the other 
PFD firefighters and community volunteers 
that help us do our jobs each and every day. 

John Lampl

Stephen Price
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	 For almost 20 years,  
Howard Katz has served as PFD  
and ESD #28’s legal counsel – struc-
turing service agreements, devel- 
oping financing tools to build nec-
essary emergency facilities and  
buy apparatus, coordinating activi- 
ties amongst different organizations  
(such as the traffic preemption 
agreement in the FM 1960/ Spring 
area), and much, much  more.
	 “I work with over 35 ESD 
and EMS organizations,” said Katz.   
“It is a big part of my personal prac- 
tice, for good reason.  I am hon-
ored to represent the people who 
consistently put themselves in 
harm’s way to save the lives and 
property of others.  They’re heroes  
in my book, and I take great pride 
in helping to not only affect legis-
lation that will benefit these folks 
(and in turn our community), but  
also to facilitate financing for the 
equipment necessary to keep 
them – and their residents safe.”
	 Katz has worked directly 
with Chief Fred Windisch for many  
years and also had the pleasure of 
working with the late, great Curtis 
Cook – a man who was a spear-
head in the emergency services 
activities in Harris County.
	 “People involved in emer-
gency services work are the most 
dedicated I’ve seen.  It’s not just a 
job, it’s a commitment to the safety 
of their men and women and their 
community,” said Katz.  “There is 
a special atmosphere when work-
ing with Chief Windisch…a good 
and challenging one.  Like most  
of my Chiefs, he never wants a ‘no’  
answer, just a ‘how do we’ answer.  
It’s that kind of contagious passion  
and dedication that creates top-
notch organizations such as PFD.” 
	 PFD, in kind, feels that  

Katz’s dedication and expertise is 
an integral part of the success of 
the department.
	 “Howard likes to use me 
as an example of what to do, and 
sometimes what not to do!  He cer- 
tainly is an important part of our 
success because of his commit-
ment and demeanor and, more 
importantly, he is an absolutely 
nice guy,” stated Chief Windisch.  
“Putting his work into perspective, 
we gave him a custom shirt many 
years ago that states – Howard 
Katz, Fire Lawyer.”
	 Katz originally got involved 
working with EMS and ESD orga- 
nizations out in the Cy-Fair area, 
working with the very civic- 
minded Chuck Wills (who helped 
form HCRFD No. 9).  The work was  
challenging and interesting, and as  
the years passed, he began to work  
with other fire and EMS groups.  
By the time Coveler & Katz was 
formed in 1988, emergency ser-
vice organizations were a large part  
of his client base, and due to Katz’s 
and his colleagues now extensive 
knowledge in this arena, this por-
tion of the practice continues to 
grow today. 
	  In addition to ESD and 
EMS work, Coveler & Katz 

(Founded in 1988 by Howard and 
law partner Fred Coveler) is also 
involved in real estate, probate  
and bank loan documentation,  
and business, tax and corpora-
tions practice.  In his office, Katz  
is ably supported by associate 
attorneys, John Peeler and Ira 
Coveler, legal assistant, Deirdra 
Wine, and assistant, Angelique 
Dodd – the team that, as Katz 
states, “most of the ESDs know 
really run the place!”
	 Katz has lived in the Hou- 
ston area since 1983 and has been 
married to his wonderful wife, Cindy,  
since 1987.  Cindy, in Katz’s words  
is, “a very understanding person 
who lets me attend my evening 
meetings (which average three per  
week) with very little complaint.   
She is my rock.”  Cindy and  
Howard have a daughter, Chelsea,  
who will attend TCU in the Fall, and  
who, by association has the fire-
fighter spirit in her!  In his off-time, 
Katz enjoys tennis, “old-time” 
movies and baseball.
	 PFD thanks Howard for his  
many years of dedication and ac-
complishment, and we look forward  
to many more years working to-
gether to continue to make this 
department the best it can be!

Howard Katz...  
“Fire Lawyer”
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This publication is intended for the residents within the 
Ponderosa VFD service area.  If  you received it in error, we
hope you’ll still read it and utilize the fire safety information.

Volunteers are needed! If you 
are hard-working, dedicated 
and interested in becoming 
part of the Ponderosa VFD, 
call 281-444-8465 today!

	 In our ongoing effort to 
keep you informed as to how your 
tax dollars benefit the department 
and this community – PFD has 
compiled the below list of recent 
capital, personnel and equipment 
purchases.  If you have any ques-
tions regarding this information, 
feel free to give us a call at 281-
444-8465.
  Apparatus:  We welcome the 
newest truck to the PFD fleet…a 
2009 Pierce 100-foot aerial plat-
form (which replaces our 1998 ver- 
sion).  Cost:  $1,000,000 
  Traffic Signals:  We’ve  
partnered with Harris County and  
other fire/EMS districts within 
Emergency Services District #11 
(including Cypress Creek EMS) to 
install and operate state-of-the-art 
emergency vehicle preemption 
devices for 200+ intersections.  	
	 This project uses GPS, fi-
ber optics and radio links which 
communicate with Transtar to 
minimize traffic mobility problems.  
Project Cost:  $2,400,000 over the 
five year project.

  Training Facility:  Our train-
ing facility was built in 2001 and 
initially included a 4-story live burn  
tower.  Over the years, we have 
added live burn LPG simulators 
(via grant), a firefighter confidence  
maze, a car fire simulator, and 
other hands-on props.  Cost:  
$1,000,000.
  Computers:  This phased ap-
proach includes - Phase 1 (2007  
& 2008): the installation in re-
sponse vehicles of computers 
which utilize GPS, maps, pictures 
and incident preplanning draw-
ings;  Phase 2 (in progress) – the 
installation of web-based, en-
hanced graphics, maps, pictures, 
preplans and live vehicle move-
ments with other amenities.  Cost:  
$80,000.
  Protect ive  Clothing :   
Firefighters need the best in pro-
tective clothing to ensure their 
safety.  Each year we purchase fif- 
teen sets.  Cost:  $40,000.
  Washing Machine:  We re- 
cently replaced our existing wash-
ing machine with one that special-
izes in the gentle scrubbing of 
soiled firefighter protective cloth-
ing.  Cost:  $6,000.

Your Tax Dollars 
At Work

  Radios:  Forty new handheld 
radios were purchased during the 
past two years to ensure on-scene 
firefighters can communicate at all 
times.  Cost:  $28,000.
  Rescue Tools:  Over the years,  
we have purchased various types 
of spreaders, cutters, rams and sta- 
bilizing devices, commonly re-
ferred to as the Jaws of Life®.  
Cost:  $180,000.
  Firefighters:  To keep up with 
the demand of a growing and ag-
ing community, we’ve added six 
full-time firefighters to our stellar 
PFD team.  Cost:  PRICELESS!


